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marriage, and in the summer of 1765 it was finally
decided that he was to marry Marie Louise, the daughter
of Charles III, of Spain. In the summer, Maria Theresa,
her family, and her Court travelled to Innsbruck, where
Leopold was to be married to the Infanta,
Marie Christine was to be a prominent member of
this bridal party, for in Innsbruck she, too, was to meet
her future husband, the Duke of Chablais, a son of the
King of Sardinia. The Archduchess, who had already
determined to many Prince Albert of Saxony, was
opposing her mother's wishes with all the force of her
buoyant young personality.
The Empress who was really disturbed by her
daughter's resistance, did not look forward to this
journey to Innsbruck. Her own discontent reacted on
her surroundings. Besides, she always " dreaded the
heat/' for she had grown exceedingly stout. From the
very beginning, this journey was a trial for her ladies-
in-waiting and for Francis. The Empress insisted on
leaving the Ho/burg at four o'clock in the morning.
Her habit of early rising, so unimportant in itself, had
exasperated Francis for years. He was now a com-
fortable middle-aged man who hated to be hurried, and
he had not been particularly well that summer. It was
rumoured that he suffered occasionally from apoplectic
fits.
At any rate, Maria Theresa was not in a cheerful
mood as she drove out of the Ho/burg on July 4, 1765.
Francis added to her sense of irritation by saying a long
and fond farewell to his children after they were seated
in the carriage and ready to leave* And when has wife
thought that at last he would give the coachman the
order to start, he delayed their departure again and sent
for little Marie Antoinette to kiss her good-bye

